
Frequently Asked Questions

An important note:

These answers apply to students in general. There are always unique circumstances,
and each parent/caretaker should contact their child’s teacher with any specific

concerns.

How will my child learn the topics in the curriculum that were omitted this year?
● Department chairs and curriculum coordinators have been meeting regularly with

teachers to help prioritize the key content and skills that students need to go on to the
next grade.

● Sending teachers will share information on student’s progress and challenges so that
receiving teachers can plan and prepare to meet students where they are at the
beginning of the new year. Teachers do this every year, not just because of the
pandemic.

● Assessment data and teachers’ own experience has shown that the vast majority of
students are prepared for the transition to a new grade as they begin the new year.

Will my child be behind students if other schools/districts that had more in-person time
this year?

● SPS students have been held to high standards and expectations regardless of the
mode of learning.

● Scituate teachers have instructed and connected with all students in one form or another
since the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year. This did not happen in all districts.

● Student data has consistently shown that students believe they are learning, and that
their classes have been appropriately challenging and not simplistic or overwhelming.

How can you ensure next year's teachers will know where my child left off in the
curriculum?



● As always, next year’s teachers will be meeting with the teachers your child has this
year, both before school ends in June, and before school starts in September.

Are students prepared for MCAS?
● As they do every year, educators have been teaching content and skills from the state’s

curriculum framework for each discipline. This prepares students for MCAS as well as for
their continued growth as learners, thinkers, and citizens.

● As in other years, the state will report data to the district and we will use it to determine
strengths, challenges, and next steps.

Will everything be covered for AP Courses?
● As they do every year, educators have been teaching content and skills from the College

Board’s standards for each discipline. This prepares students for APs as well as for their
continued growth as learners, thinkers, and citizens.

● As in other years, the College Board will report data to the district and we will use it to
determine strengths, challenges, and next steps.

● While we did lose 10 days at the beginning of the school year, we gained more days
prior to AP testing by switching to Administration 2 of the exams, which occurs at a later
point in the school year.

How will students do on SAT compared to peers nationally?
● Seniors had an in-school administration of the SAT in the fall. Juniors had an in-school

administration in March. PSATs were offered during the school day as well.
● Through an outside vendor, we ran a free practice SAT and ACT for sophomores and

juniors.
● Once we receive scores, we will be able to answer this question more fully.

What summer opportunities are available to fill in gaps in my child's learning?
● The district is currently exploring opportunities for the summer.

Should I hire a tutor for my child over the summer to get them caught up on what they
missed?

● We do not believe this is necessary simply because of hybrid learning.
● Educators will continue to work to help ensure that all students will be prepared for

success when they start school in the fall.

Should I consider requesting retention for my child?
● There is no need to do this as a result of hybrid learning. All students have made

progress this year.



● Teachers have adjusted curriculum and instruction to reach and support students.
Teaching and learning has looked different, but it has happened in ways that have
exceeded our early experiences and expectations.

● Sending teachers will share information on student’s progress and challenges so that
receiving teachers can plan and prepare to meet students where they are at the
beginning of the new year. Teachers do this every year, not just because of the
pandemic.

● Data collected shows that many students have made the appropriate academic progress
despite the shifts in instructional models.

● There is a lengthy and individualized process involved with this, starting with a
conversation with the classroom teacher.


